
FBI and the FOIA: 

20th Century Family Research 

This lecture provides a guide to obtaining records through the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA), using Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) case files, and how they can aid in 

uncovering family histories. By offering information on how to access FBI case files and 

examples from individuals’ research, this lecture provides genealogists with resources that may 

aid in their search for personal stories within Government records. 

Netisha Currie is an archives specialist in textual processing at the 

National Archives at College Park. She specializes in the specially 

protected records and artifacts of high intrinsic value, acts as 

exhibits liaison for textual records at College Park, and leads the 

Vault Digitization Project. Netisha received a B.A. in Archeology 

and Anthropology from Oberlin College (2004) and a M.A. in 

Museum Studies from George Washington University (2011).    

Born and raised in the Washington, DC area with extended family in 

Mississippi, Netisha is interested in local and southern history. 

Britney Crawford started working at the National Archives in 2004 

while studying  at Howard University towards a B.A. in Political 

Science and later her M.A. in Information Science from the 

University of Maryland, College Park. In 2011, Britney became an 

archivist in the Special Access and Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) Branch where she specializes in JFK  Assassination Records 

and FOIA. She has experience teaching DC History and Research 

Skills while continuing research in information studies (particularly 

diverse populations) and program development. 
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